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until the twentieth century, i.e. 1906, was this property qualifi-
cation abolished.1 In spite of this they were paid fees of four
shillings a day2 during sessions, but as by a statute two years
later, subsequently abolished, their number was fixed at eight
per county, it was supposed that only eight could take the fees.3
Actually, however, these fees became derisory and, except in
cases when, as in London, they made a trade of justice, and
later when Stipendiaries appear, they may be regarded as being
amateurs who served only for honour.

Their duties were numberless, and for long their commissions
confused and uncertain. They were supposed to commence
office by taking oaths to deal justly, and sue out their com-
mission or dedimus potestatem, as it was called, but actually this
was often neglected, a neglect which was a cause of complaint
as it left the authenticity of their acts uncertain.4 In 1590, how-
ever, their commission was reformed by Sir Christopher Wray,
C J. of the K.B.5 In substance the commission he drafted set
out the names of the Justices, the offences they were to try, with
direction to refer difficult cases to the Assizes, appointed certain
persons to keep their records, who were known as Custodes
Rotulorum,6 who, however, in practice during the greater part
of our period often neglected their duties, and failed to preserve
their records,7 and finally gave a list of those Justices whose
concurrence was necessary for more important acts.

Originally it was intended that the 'quorum' should consist
of more learned members whose greater knowledge would
secure due administration of the law. Actually it became
customary to include all J.P.s in the quorum, though in the
eighteenth century Blackstone says that, as a matter of form,

. VII, c. ix.

2  Except Peers, owing to 14 Ric. II, c. 1 i, which also limited the number to eight
In each county, consequently it was thought only eight could be paid although
number was not kept to for long.

3  12 Ric. II, c. 10.

4  Webb, Local Gov. i. 305; Holdsworth, vol. i, p. 989.

5  See Co. ^Instit. 1 71 ; Holdsworth, vol. i, p. 290, and especially Appendix XXIV
for the form of this and the Tudor additions.

6  Finally this office was fulfilled by the Lord-Lieutenants. Holdsworth, vol. iv,
c. i.                                                                          7 Holdsworth, loc. cit.